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general sociological study of the times. His mastery and sorting out of the innumer-

able details of Kirk’s career are exemplary, and. the claim of his seven years of

research through papers, files, sermons, and other voluminous writings is a tribute

in itself. Moreover, Miller’s capacity to cast biographical facts in an engaging literary

style holds the reader’s attention to the end. Any young minister will find here a

whole course in practical theology and an exposure, not to theories, but to living

principles, which were the hallmark of Kirk’s ministry. “Christianity, to him,”

writes Miller, “was not a religion, one among many, that offered its wares in the

marketplace of ideas to be discussed, compared, and evaluated. It rather consists of

a series of unique events on the human scene in which God was the chief actor,

doing something for humanity that it itself was powerless to do" (p. 61 1). “Preaching

is not merely a retelling of the story, but a search in the story for patterns of meaning

that throw light on current human existence” (p. 612).

In his preface, Miller declares, “The aim of this volume has been to rescue Dr.

Kirk for posterity.” If this book doesn't do it, nothing else ever can. Yet we know, as

Prime Minister Macmillan said about Winston Churchill in a tribute before the

House of Commons, “We shall not see his like again.” Is it too faithless to say,
u
Et tu

Harris Kirk”?

Donald Macleod

Princeton Theological Seminary

Crouch, Archie R., Steven Agoratus, Arthur Emerson, and Debra E. Soled, eds.

Christianity in China : A Scholars’ Guide to Resources in the Libraries and Archives ofthe

United States. Armonk, NY: M. E. Sharpe, 1989. Pp. 750. $135.00.

This is no pocket handbook, but for any serious academic research in the field of

the history of Christianity in China or continental Asia it is absolutely indispensable.

This 750-page volume is massive, meticulous, and superbly organized. To anyone

who seeks to uncover what resources are available for understanding the twelve

centuries of recorded Christian presence in China and the imprint of that presence

on the life and culture of a fifth of the population of the world, this will be the

research tool of first resort.

-The publication of the Scholars' Guide is a response, in a way, to a challenge made

some years ago to the American academic community by John K. Fairbank of

Harvard. He pointed to Christian world missions as an invaluable but too often

neglected factor in studies of world history, and issued a call for “historical research

of the multi-archival kind” into the influence of Christian missions and the Chinese

church on “the rise of modern China.”

Encouraged by a grant from the Henry Luce Foundation, Archie R. Crouch, a

long-time Presbyterian missionary and historian in China, and his able team of

researchers at Princeton Theological Seminary’s Speer Library, surveyed the hold-

ings of more than 1,200 libraries, archives, religious orders, and mission headquar-
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